
 

So, we are almost there!  We are counting down the days and making preparations.  No, Iôm not referring to Christmas.  On 
Sunday, October 29, we will observe and celebrate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation (the official 
date is October 31).  We will not be alone; brothers and sisters in Christ (and not just Lutheran Christians) around the world will be 
celebrating with us.  Throughout 2017 numerous books have been published about Luther, the Reformation, and Protestantism; 
that will continue this month as well.  I have seen information about two biographies of Luther and three new studies of the Refor-
mation scheduled to be released by October 31 (and that was without even ñdigging aroundò; Iôm sure a much more in-depth search 
would yield many more titles!). 

During Lent this year we looked at the ñsolasò of the Reformation:  Sola Gratia (grace alone), Sola Fide (faith alone), Solus 
Christus (in Christ alone), Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone), and Soli Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone).  Martin Luther was 
moved by the Holy Spirit back to Holy Scripture. It was there, poring over St. Paulôs Letter to the Romans and to the Galatians, as 
well as his study of the Psalms, that he grasped the truth of Godôs unmerited grace in Jesus Christ. 

Itôs very easy for us in 2017 to look at the Reformation as just an event in the past, albeit an important one.  The Refor-
mation changed not just the Church ï no small matter indeed ï it would bring about changes in society, and not just in Wittenberg 
or in Germany as a whole.  Some have argued, in fact, that because of Martin Luther, the one Church was torn apart. There is an 
irony in the fact that a movement that emphasized the ñsolasò (grace, faith, Christ, Scripture) led to the creation not just of two 
ñchurchesò (Roman Catholic and Lutheran); over time there would be not dozens, but hundreds. 

We must never forget that when the Church is faithful to Godôs calling and purpose, it is constantly being reformed, because 
a faithful Church constantly and consistently yields to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  When we are faithful to Scripture, 
we constantly seek the illumination of the Spirit as He opens our hearts and minds to understand the Word and the guidance of the 
Spirit to live out the Word faithfully. 

Lutherans are, among other things, people of the Book, people of Scripture.  We believe in the primacy of Holy Scripture and 
its authority.  Note these statements from the NALC Core Values: 
 

We confess the apostolic faith in Jesus Christ according to the Holy Scriptures. We affirm the authority of the Scriptures as 
the authoritative source and norm, ñaccording to which all doctrines should and must be judgedò (Formula of Concord). We 
accept the ecumenical creeds and the Lutheran Confessions as true witnesses to the Word of God. 
 

We affirm the ecumenical creeds and the faithful witness of the Church across time and space. We endorse the form and 
practices of the universal Church that are consistent with Scripture, particularly the office of the ministry and the tradition of 
worship under Word and Sacrament. 
 

At almost every gathering of worship we have the privilege of hearing at least three readings of Scripture, following the Re-
vised Common Lectionary.  The first lesson is almost always from the Old Testament (though sometimes from the Book of Acts 
[usually during the Sundays of Easter] or Revelation [on All Saints Day]).  This is then followed by a responsive reading (or singing) 
of a Psalm.  (The Psalm is not only read responsively between lector and congregation; it is chosen as a response to the First Lesson.)  
The second lesson consists of a reading from the New Testament.  The third lesson is the reading from the Holy Gospel. 

We are faithful Lutheran Christians when we honor the Word, not just by affirming that we do, but by reading it, meditating 
on it, and taking it in.  In The Book of Common Prayer we find the following collect, words that originated in 1549 but are still prayed 
today: 

 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so the hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly di-
gest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

As we spend time in Godôs word and praying through Godôs word, God will strengthen us, bless 
us and continue to transform (and reform) us more and more into the image of Christ.  As He does 
that, we will be better enabled to bear witness to Him in the world.  May God make it so. 

 

For the glory and honor of God, 

Pastor Phillips 

LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ 

                 hÏġĈÎÙė нлмт 

  The Country Christian 

Rev. David M. Phillips 



 

Wesô Corner 

The TreeéHave you ever paid attention to the beautiful tree that Gloria and Mike McDonald have on their front yard thatôs 
close to the church parking lot?  This tree turns color much sooner than other trees do.  Itôs beautiful red color stands out more 
than the others.  Even though itôs already lost most of itôs leaves, itôs a constant reminder year after year of the true blessings 
given to us by God through the beauty of nature.  So often through the news, we view the storms and floods and destruction 
that so many have endured in recent weeks, that we forget the beauty that nature also brings to us.  Such devastation is a terrible 
thing, but we also must rejoice in the beauty of nature and with it the promise of a new day given to us by our Lord.  Rejoice in 
the beauty of nature.  Take in the unseasonably warm weather while looking  forward to the crisper days and nights to come.  
Soak in the beauty of the trees as they turn colors,  see the fall flowers, listen to the geese flying over, smell the fallen leaves and 
listen to the crunching when walking over them.  All gifts from God for us to enjoy as we move into the fall season.  May it ever 
be so. 
 

As the news shows us the destruction of Harvey and Irma here in the United States and the Caribbean, remember those folks 
who have to go through this kind of weather.  Some will lose so much.  Imagine if this would be you.  The NALC Disaster relief 
will help some people, but it will only be a small percentage of those affected by these storms.  But, God asks us to help your 
neighbor when they are in need, so thatôs what we do.  The first thing we can do is to pray for them, and to continue to keep 
them in our prayers.  The next thing is to help them meet their needs by giving them gift cards to assist them in purchasing 
much needed items.  They can be in the form of gas cards, or a card to Menards or Home Depot for building supplies, or to 
some grocery chain where they can purchase food or water.  The gift cards purchased here through our Scrip Program and sent 
on to Ohio will go directly to someone in need.  You can trust the church to direct your gifts to the people who need it the 
most.   
 

The 2017-2018 church year is now in full swing.  School has started and as a  result, for the next 9 months, for many of us a 
new routine has begun.  Chapel services are held each Wednesday morning at either Immanuel or St Peters.  The services alter-
nate between the two churches and begin between 8:00 - 8:15. 
 

More and more people are feeling comfortable coming to a chapel service.  Itôs not just for parents or grandparents.  Anyone 
can attend.  Itôs always such a joy to watch the little ones come into church escorted by their ñchurch family leadersò who are the 
older students.  All grades are active participants in the service.  Some read the Lessons, some the Gospel, others do the prayers, 
and the littlest ones do the blessing.  Come and learn who the children are in our school.  Each week they have ñRaise the 
Praiseò  where teachers acknowledge someone whom they think has either done something special either academically, in their 
actions to others, or on the playground.  You can feel the pride in those students as theyôre honored in that way.  What a bless-
ing we have in Lebanon with Lebanon Lutheran School. 
 

The Stewardship and Finance Committee has some concerns that we show a shortfall meeting our weekly budget.  For 2017-
2018 we need approximately $300.00 extra per week to meet our budget.  In our day to day life we see many things rise a bit, 
whether itôs groceries, gas, insurance, or eating out. and church is no different.  There are always needs to be addressed.  Please 
donôt let the person next to you do the pulling.  Join with them by giving a little extra and together much can be accomplished.  
Watch the weekly bulletin and everyone will see the improvement. 
 

We would also like to begin videotaping our Sunday services and some special services 
as well.  The German Fest Committee will help financially to make that happen.  Our 
special German Fest service and afternoon celebration will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 15th.  For those of you who have never attended, please consider coming to the 
event this year.  Help us celebrate the 500th year of the Reformation first with prayer at 
the worship service, and with Godôs help we can make this event special, and at the 
same time help those among us get fed with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God 
wants us to make disciples.  To go out into the world proclaiming his word and to fol-
low Jesus.  We can do all things in Him.  With Him, nothing is impossible.   
 

Blessings, 
 

Wes 
Church Council President 
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Attendance:  Pastor Phillips, Wes Kehl, Lori Schwenkner, Bob Sell, Jessica Lenz, Diane Hicks, Neal Christian, Tom Kul-
ke, Patricia Frank 
 

Opening Prayer by Pastor Phillips. 
 

President Wes Kehl opened the meeting and requested any additions or corrections to the August 17, 2017 minutes.   A 
Motion was made by Bob Sell to accept the minutes, seconded by Patricia Frank. Motion passed. 
 

Pastorôs Report 
Pastor recently received an inquiry from a community member asking if our services were available online.  Currently the 
audio of the services is recorded but not online.  Pastor would like to research ways (recording, video taping, etc) of 
providing access to Sunday services for the community and home bound members.   
 

Treasurerôs Report:   The August financial report was presented by Wes Kehl.  Offerings / income were reviewed, total 
income equals $29,0276.55.   Expenses included a total of $31,759.14 for a difference of ($4,228.58)  This difference is 
due to additional operating expenses for the month (grounds and maintenance, travel).    
 

A Motion to accept the financial report was made by Tom Kulke seconded by Diane Hicks.    Motion passed. 
 

LLS/ECC Report:    
The first red card meeting to review the athletic handbook went well.  Students will begin MAP testing (conducted 3 times 
per year), the MAP testing will replace the Iowa standardized testing.  Fundraisers include Lebby's Pizza fundraiser, Fall 
Book Fair/Trunk or Treat and Trivia night (November).  Work on the school accreditation continues, committees have 
been created to work on assignments.  A survey is being finalized to get input from students, teachers, parents and congre-
gation members. 
 

Presidentôs Report:    
Wes Kehl shared a copy of the NALC District Convocation scheduled for Saturday, November 4, 2017 in Wausau.   Con-
gregation members are welcome and encouraged to attend the Convocation.  Contact Jessica if you are interested in at-
tending. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Stewardship & Finance:    
A movie on Martin Luther and the Reformation is being planned.  It was noted that more counters are needed.  
New software is being considered to help with contributions, recording, etc. for the office.  The 2018 contribution 
envelopes have been ordered and should be delivered soon.  Due to the $15,000 increase in the budget (comes to 
$300 per week) increased weekly giving is needed to cover the budget increase.   
 

Property Committee:    
Neal Christian reported that the boys bathroom stalls and painting has been completed.  The front screen door on 
the parsonage has been installed.  Projects that still need attention include parking lot lighting at the Fellowship Hall 
and lights in the boys bathroom of the school.  The property committee will have the school open after Sunday 
church for member to view school updates. 
 

Request was made to the property committee to look into installing a fan in the fellowship hall kitchen. 
 

Worship & Music:   
Baptism will be held for Landyn Tietz, son on Ben and Jen Tietz on October 1st. 
Plans for Reformation are being finalized.  Discussed having a pot luck after Reformation Sunday service followed by 
the movie about Martin Luther.   
 

All Saint's Day service will include white roses for families that lost loved ones, this is in addition to the candles, 
sandbox and table for pictures.   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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                    ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜύ 
Germanfest service will include the following choirs at the 10:00 am service ï Maennerchor (a men's chorus from 
Madison) the children's choir, and the Immanuel German choir.  This is in addition to the Tietz brass.   
 

The holiday schedule includes - 
Thanksgiving Eve ï 6:00 pm service with the choir singing 
Thanksgiving Day ï 9:00 am service 
Christmas Eve ï 9:00 am service and a 6:00 pm service where the children will sing and read 
Christmas day ï 9:00 am service 
New Year's Eve ï 9:00 am and 6:00 pm services (No service on new Year's Day) 
 

The Cantata is scheduled on December 10th, performing The Silence and The Sound. 
 

The Flower Chart will be available in the church entry way for signing up to supply flowers for Sunday service, more 
information will be provided. 
 

Wednesday service attendance has been 11 and 16 members respectively.  Wednesday service is counted as church 
attendance at school.   
 

Communion Servers ï to participate as a communion server you must be confirmed.  There is a training class for 
interested individuals, contact the church office for details.   
 

Congregational Life:     
Thanks to Jessica Lenz for the coordination of the pictorial directory!  A survey will be presented to the ladies of the 
congregation (will be an insert in the bulletin) to determine their interest in an advent event.   36 members attended 
the Brewers Game on September 1st.   Members will be able to sign up to provide flowers on the alter in 2018.  A 
signup sheet will be in the back of church.   Patricia reminded members that new members receive a Cookbook ex-
cept in the case of a gentleman joining by himself ï they would receive a Gas Gift Card.   
 

Monies are available for video equipment to videotape service for the homebound, this is an ongoing discussion un-
til a decision has been made on how we want to move forward with recording. 
 

Christian Education:     
Childrenôs church has started and is going well. Attendance is limited to age children ages 3 years old  through 1st 
grade.  New teachers are always welcome. 
 

Outreach:      
No meeting held in August.  Diane Hicks reported that 120 people were served at Bread and Roses at Immanuel 
Lutheran.  The combined monies raised for the two Relay for Life teams totaled approximately $9,000! 

 

Old Business:     
No old business 
 

New Business:     
No new business 
 

Upcoming meeting dates ï Council Meeting ï October 19 at 7:00 pm, leadership bible study at 6:30 pm 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:08pm.  
Meeting closed with the Lordôs Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Lori Schwenkner, Council Secretary 

 



 

The Following Donations are in Honor of: 

Gladys Baumannôs 90th Birthday 

Elevator Fund $40 

 Dolores Bartee 

 Willard & Lorna Maas  
 

The Following Donations are in Honor of: 

Tim & Bert Neitzel and Mark & Marilyn Henke 

NALC Disaster Relief $50 

 Fred & Delores Strassburg   
   

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Janis Alvershire 

Elevator Fund     $60 

 Doris Korth 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Alice Brandt 

Youth Mission  Fund $20 

 Dave & Bev Stendel 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Dorothy Fehrmann 

Elevator Fund     $10 

 Doris Korth 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Delores A. Fredrick 

Elevator Fund $40 

 Doris Hilgendorf 

 Myrtle Grosenick 

 Dorothy Kleemann  
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Shirley Hensler 

Memorial Fund $25 

 Stanley & Marilyn Meyer  
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Delores Johnson 

Giving Tree $25 

 Wes & Judy Kehl 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Kathryn Kubly 

Memorial Fund     $5 

 Dorothy Kleemann 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Carol Nass 

Elevator Fund     $35 

 Frank & Marilyn Brown 

 Delmar & Betty Roeseler 
 

Memorial Fund $50 

 Stanley Kuehl 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Melvin Nass 

Debt Fund $30 

 Richard & Linda Baehler 

 Ron & Janet Eigenberger 

 Frieda Turke 
 

Elevator Fund     $60 

 Joanne Braunschweig 

 Anna Christian 

 Delmar Christian 

 Dana & Clark Entzminger 

 Myrtle Grosenick 
 

General Fund $10 

 Stanley Meyer 
 

Memorial Fund $60 

 Jerald & Carmen Groehler 

 Stanley Kuehl 
  

Undesignated (Family picked Library Fund) $465 

 Russell & Kristine Ackerman 

 Karen Bergman 

 Steve & Jean Boeder 

 Lyle & Karen Borth 

 Jo Bostrom 

 Steve & Linda Buske 

(Continued on the next page) 

Donations In Honor of and In Memory of received thru September 24, 2017 
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Just a friendly reminder!   
Contributions can take up to 60 days or more before 
they are listed in the monthly Country Christian.   
Example: If you made your contribution in the month 
of January, you may not find your contribution listed 
in the Country Christian until March or April.  
Any questions, please feel free to contact the Church 
Secretary.  Godôs Blessings, Jessica 

Donations In Honor of and In Memory of received thru September 24, 2017 
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(Continued from the previous page) 

 Louis & Jeanette Christian 

 Martin Christian 

 Harris & Alice Creydt 

 Jennifer Creydt 

 Brad & Lisa Clark 

 Bob & Jinny Dill 

 Mike & Amy Eckley 

 Dan & Tracy Gillespie 

 Michael Iwen Family 

 Helen Key 

 Bob & Judy Kluetzman 

 Jason Kuckkan 

 Jan Milbrath 

 Ron & Jennifer Minne 

 Ed & Joann Olson 

 Jean & Butch Probst 

 Jennifer Pulley 

 Harvey Ruehlow 

 Larry & Sue Schnieder 

 Irma Schwartz 

 Gary & Judy Schwefel 

 Sam & Marlene Stangler 

 Larry & Bev Strobel 

 John & Pat Tesch 

 Jerry Tesks 

 Fred & Rose Zastrow 

 Merle Zastrow 

 Jason Zimmermann 
 

Worship & Music $30 

 Donna Hrobsky 
  

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Duane Paswater 

Elevator Fund     $10 

 Doris Korth 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Several People Who Passes Away This Year 

Lester & Sylvia Turke Scholarship Fund $1,000 

 Dr. Terry & Janice Turke  

 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Chad Sorensen 

Elevator Fund $45 

 Ralph & Jane Krueger  

 Irene Schuett 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Dorothy Schuett 

Pilgrimôs Rest Cemetery $10 

 June Born 
 

 Giving Tree $15 

 Arnold & Luanna Neitzel 
 

The Following Donations are in Memory of: 

Herb Zoellick 

Menôs Breakfast $10 

 Ed & Sally Leis 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

ñPray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.ò James 5:16 

Timothy Bratz (Patricia Frankôs son), Diane Braunschweig (Dorothy Kleemanôs sister), Brad Bridgham (Dave Bridghamôs brother), Bob Butler, 
Matthew Ceelen (Jeff Lehmanôs cousin), Ada Christian, Dylan Coughlin (Mike & Terry Coughlinôs nephewôs son), Patricia Kluetzman (Bob 
Kluetzmanôs mom), Dave Mallow (Wes & Judy Kehlôs son-in-law), Shelly Mallow (Daveôs wife and caregiver), Bill Pieper, Rick Riley, Laura 
Richardson (Darlene Turkeôs granddaughter), John & Cindy Schumacher, LeRoy Tietz, and Peyton Wolter.  

The Homebound: Gladys Baumann, Ollie Christian, Allen Grosenick, Gertrude Grosenick, Lawrence Grosenick, Lucille Krueger, Esther 
Kuehl, Caroline Lillge, Pamela Pieper, and Heidi Strauss. 

Those Serving the Military: Emaleigh Berg (Daughter of Keith & Charlene Berg), Bryce Christian (Grandson of Ed & JoAnn Olson), Kyle 
Coughlin (Son of Mike & Terry Coughlin), Brandon Lawrence (Jessie Phillipsô Nephew) and Cody Schultz, (Son of Teresa Kulke).  
 

College students 

The North American Lutheran Church, Bishop John Bradosky and our Dean, Craig Nehring 

Our Christian brothers and sisters around the world 

Our Local Missions, Malawi Orphan Care Project & NALC Disaster Relief 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

So Many To Thank:  Thanks to all of our congregational members for responding in making the picture-taking process such a huge success!  
Life Touch needed to add some additional sessions for photo appointments.  We will be sure to let Mr. Bob Winckler our Life Touch Repre-
sentative know how professional and accommodating the photographers were.    Thanks to the 16 members who volunteered and offered 
their time in registering members for their portrait appointments.   The photographers appreciated your help in making the appointments run 
smoothly!  Thanks to Christina Plasil and Wally Nass who have scheduled photography sessions for our committees, Worship Service Assis-
tants, and various church groups.  Thanks for the talents and expertise of Allison Batterman, Jessica Lenz, Christina Plasil, and Kady Rejret 
who will be designing, editing, and making the directory ópublishing ready.ô  And last, but certainly not least, we thank Jessica Lenz our new 
church Administrative Assistant.  Jessica stepped right óup to the plateô, and we threw a ófast ballô at her with this Pictorial Directory.  She is 
working behind the scenes to insure all congregational memberôs information will be accurate in the directory.  Along with the directory and 
her other church office obligations, we sincerely Thank you, Jessica!  
 

Snowplower needed:  The Property Committee is looking for someone to snowplow the Church, Fellowship Hall and School parking lots this 
coming season.  If interested please contact either Neal Christian (920) 248-6341 or Jack Ewert (262) 709-5050. 
 

Menôs Fellowship Breakfast will resume on Saturday, October 7th, at 8:00am.  For more information contact Wes Kehl at (920) 261-5145. 
(the date was wrong in the previous announcements, my apologizes) 
 

Attention all German Singers:  Our German choir has again been asked to sing for the Germanfest worship service on Sunday, October 
15th.   There will be a brief practice next Sunday, October 8th, immediately following worship.  Anyone who would like to join us is welcome! 
 

Save the Date:  German Fest will be Sunday, October 15th.  We'll begin with a worship service at 10:00, followed by fellowship, dinner, mu-
sic, raffles and refreshments in the fellowship hall immediately following the worship service.  Details will follow.   Tickets are available right 
now to purchase.  Advance ticket sales only.  For more information contact Judy Kehl  (920) 261-5145 
 

The Saturday Morning Women's Bible Study will meet on Saturday, October 21st at Two Sisters Restaurant in Watertown.  The study will 
begin at 7:45.  We will be dong a new study entitled " Not My Will, But Yours" and is a study on Bound Will.  The first lesson we'll look at is 
titled " How Free Are We?"  The study is written by Rev. Steven E King, who has written some of the others studies we've done.  I will need to 
know how many books to order, so if you haven't already told me you want a book, please let me know soon.  I'll order the books and pay for 
them, then you can pay me after they arrive.  I encourage ladies who haven't previously attended to join us.  We meet once a month at Two 
Sisters.  You can eat or not, whatever is your preference, and are usually finished between 9:00 and 9:15.  Come and join us to be fed two 
different ways...through daily bread, and the bread of life.  Blessings, Judy  (920) 261-5145 or (920) 988-7145 
 

Worship Time Change:  Sunday Worship will begin at 9am starting Sunday, November 5th to coincide with the end of Daylight Saving 
Time. 
 

Meadow Woods Lioness Club 21st Annual Craft Sale is Saturday, November 18th at the Town of Concord Community Center, W1095 
Concord Center Drive.  (The location of the event has been changed because Ixonia Elementary is under construction.)  The sale will be from 

9amð3pm with free admission.  There is a bake sale and food & beverages are available.           ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜύ 
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Sarah Schmidt will be doing a donation drive for P.A.V.E. (People Against 
A Violent Environment) of  Dodge County.  There will be a box in the 
basement through the end of October, the box includes more information 
about P.A.V.E.  Here is a list of items they are in need of: pillows, pad locks 
for lockers, garbage bags, paper towels, laundry soap, canned fruit, twin 
fitted sheets, new womenôs underwear (smallðmedium), womenôs plus size 
clothing, sugar, toilet paper, bath towels, cooking oil, juice for kids, cereal, 

all feminine products, womenôs socks, new girlôs underwear (all sizes), Wal-Mart gift cards, Lysol or Clorox wipes, household cleaning sup-
plies, Kleenex, crackers, mac and cheese, Hamburger Helper meals, jelly, baked beans, canned pasta, hot dogs, canned meat, coffee, peanut 
butter, aluminum foil and Ziploc bags.  (Please turn gift cards into the church office or to Sarah.)  If you have any questions see Sarah.  
 

***************************************************************************************************************************** **************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 Relay for Life 
 

This year our 2 church teams raised a total of $9,114.00!!!!!!!!  
(Immanuelôs Relay for Life team raised $7,727.00 this year and Team J raised $1,387.00!) 

 

The teams would like to thank  everyone that helped make this event a HUGE success! 
Thank you to everyone who made baskets, monetary donations, walked, attended the Monday night 
meetings and the ñsnack captains.ò  The teams look forward to seeing what we can do next year! 

 

Sincerely, 
Immanuel Relay for Life Teams 

 

***************************************************************************************************************************** **************** 
  This is the last Sunday that Christina Plasil and Wally Nass will be taking pictures for the directory.  
  TODAY they will be photographing the following  committees: 
    Church Council 
    Congregational Life 
    Outreach 
    Property 
    Stewardship & Finance 
    Christian Education 
    Childrenôs Church Teachers 
 
  Thank you for everyoneôs corporation in getting these pictures taken care of in a timely manor. 
  BIG THANK YOU goes out to Christina and Wally for all of their hard work! 



 

Anniversary of the Reformation 
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 During this year of the anniversary of the Reformation, each month in our Country Christian, weôll 
focus on a hymn written by Martin Luther.  
 From the earliest days of the Church, the singing of hymns has been an integral part of Christian 
worship. It is a way for all of us to communicate with God using more than just words.  
 Discover how Godôs work in Martin Lutherôs life has left this legacy of hymns for us to share.  

 

 We think of Martin Luther as a great reformer, Bible translator, political leader, fiery preacher, 
and theologian.  But he was also a musician, having been born in an area of Germany known for its 
music.  There in his little Thuringian village, young Martin grew up listening to his mother sing.  He 
joined a boysô choir that sang at weddings and funerals.  He became proficient with the flute 
(recorder), and his volcanic emotions often erupted in song. 
 When the Protestant Reformation began, Luther determined to restore worship to the German 
Church.  He worked with skilled musicians to create new music for Christians, to be sung in the ver-
nacular.  He helped revive congregational singing and wrote a number of hymns. 
 Often he ñborrowedò popular secular melodies for his hymns, though occasionally a tune 
brought criticism and he was ñcompelled to let the devil have it back againò because it was too closely 
associated with bars and taverns.   
 In the forward of a book, Luther once wrote: ñNext to the Word of God, the noble art of mu-
sic is the greatest treasure in the world.  It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spiritsé. A per-
son whoé does not regard music as a marvelous creation of Godé does not deserve to be called a hu-
man being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and the grunting of 
hogs.ò 
 Lutherôs most famous hymn is ñEinô feste Burg ist unser Gott,ò - ñA Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God.ò  Based on Psalm 46, it reflects Lutherôs awareness of our intense struggle with Satan.  In diffi-
culty and danger, Luther would often resort to this song, saying to his associate, ñCome, Philipp, let 
us sing the 46th Psalm.ò 
 This is a difficult hymn to translate because the original German is so vivid.  At least 80 Eng-
lish versions are available.  The most popular in America was done by Frederic Henry Hodge.  But an 
older version appeared in the Pennsylvania Lutheran Church Book of 1868: 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, / A trusty Shield and Weapon; / 
He helps us free from every need, / That hath us now oôertaken. 

 

 The British version of ñA Mighty Fortressò is Thomas Carlyleôs 
translation: 
 

A safe stronghold our God is still, / A trusty shield and weapon; / 
Heôll help us clear from all the ill / That hath us now oôertaken. 

 

(Please see the hymn on the following page) 



 

Anniversary of the Reformation (Continued) 
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1 Emaleigh Berg 11 Kirt Kemnitz 22 Kendra Rhyner 

1 Asher Black 11 Erik Kulke 22 Sarah Schmidt 

1 Sheridan Dettmann 12 Myrtle Grosenick 24 Tom Kulke 

1 Dennis Lillge 17 Tad Schwefel 25 Lorna Maas 

2 Daniel Uttech 18 Doris Hilgendorf 25 Fred Strassburg 

4 Karissa Kangas 18 Kim Krueger 29 Brent Genz 

5 Carla Perrero 18 Reed Peplinski 29 Jim Grosenick 

6 Pat OôGorman 20 Brent Baumann 29 Rachel Kuehl 

7 Jason Otto 20 Keith Berg, Sr. 29 Rick Riley 

8 Joan Grosenick 20 Kathy Lehman 30 Marjorie Kraus 

10 Embrey Hurtgen 20 Mary Ninmann 30 Charlene Schellin 

10 Jessica Lenz 20 Jade Perrero 30 Ethan Williams 

10 John Schuhmacher 22 Terry Coughlin 31 Caroline Plasil 

6 Neal & Julie Christian 17 Ed & Sally Leis 

8 Shadd & Erika Boettcher 18 Jack & Kathy Ewert 

8 Sue & Joe* Rhodes 19 Dennis & Charlene Schellin 

12 Harris & Alice Creydt 22 Lorin & Brenda Christian 

12 Tyler & Karissa Kangas 25 Jeff & Bonnie Peot 

Please contact Jessica in the church office at (920) 925-3540 or office@ilcol.org if there is incorrect 
information listed or if an anniversary or birthday is not listed.  Thank you! 

Birthdayôs 

Anniversaries 



 

Rubyôs Pantry 
Each month Rubyôs Pantry offers a ñHand-Up, not a Hand-Outò to families who eat/cook. St. Pe-
terôs Lutheran is pleased to partner with Rubyôs Pantry by providing a site to host a monthly food 
distribution.  

Food Distribution:  
2nd Tuesday of each month 

Location: St. Peterôs Church of Lebanon  
W4661 County Rd MM, Lebanon, WI 53047 - just 7 miles NE of Watertown via County Road R  
Registration opens at 4 PM; food distribution will open by 5 PM. In return for a $20 cash 
donation to Rubyôs Pantry, you will receive a generous amount of groceries to help stretch 
your family budget. Please bring two large boxes or laundry baskets to carry your groceries.  

For more information, please contact the church office at:  
920-925-3547 or secretary@stpetersoflebanonwi.org  

Rubyôs Pantry Information 
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Food Pantry Announcements 
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Watertown Food Pantry Donations 
 

The Outreach Committee is collecting items for the Watertown Food Pantry.  
The theme for October will be canned vegetables.  Our food pantry basket is 
located in the Narthex. Our September collection of peanut butter and jelly 
brought in 64 items.  (Included in this number is the items collected during 
the directory photo sessions) 
 

Special thank you to everyone that brought food pantry donations with them to their directory photo 
sessions.  With your help we collected 45 items for the food pantry! 
 

We thank you so much for your support to the Watertown Food Pantry.  We are looking forward to 
seeing all the items collected.  



 

Food Pantry Announcements Continued 
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New Members, Acolyte Schedule & Save the Date 
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Oct 1  Connor Lehman & Carsten Hurtgen 

Oct 8  Isaac Plasil & Caroline Plasil 

Oct 15  Becca Leis & Nathan Pfeifer 

Oct 22  Casey Grudzinski & Mikayla Dehnert 

Oct 29  Sam Strieter & Emily Kranz 

The Church Office is looking to add your events to this list!  (Whatever it may.) 
Letôs help you announce it! 

 

October 15, 2017 Germanfest 10am 
October 29, 2017 Reformation Sunday Worship 8:30am 
November 5, 2017 All Saintôs Sunday Worship 9:00am 

November 22, 2017 Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
November 23, 2017 Thanksgiving Day Worship 

November 29 thru December 20, 2017 Advent Worship 
December 1-3, 2017 St. Peterôs Church Cookie Sale 

December 24, 2017 Christmas Eve Worship  
December 25, 2017 Christmas Day Worship  
December 31, 2017 New Years Eve Worship  

SAVE THE DATE 

September 10, 2017 
 

Please help us welcome our 
new members: 

 

Karen & LeRoy Tietz 
and Russell Tietz 

Please Remember to Arrive 15 Minutes Before Worship!! 
 

If you are unable to make your scheduled service.  You 
MUST arrange your substitute and notify the Church 

Office of the changes.  Thank you. 



 

LLS Scrip Order Form 
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LLS Trivia NightðNovember 4, 2017 
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Blood BankðSeptember 11, 2017 
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On September 11, 2017 the Lebanon Community Red Cross Blood Drive was held.  Total number presenting donors were 54.  Fifty-two 
units were collected and there were two deferrals.  Those giving (doubles) power reds for six units were:  Matthew Uecker, Timothy 
Grudzinski and Rod Strauss.  Other donors were: Bob Sell, Ken Dibble, Sherry Beaver, Carol Neu, Dave Neu, Arvin Duehring, Bethany 
Mahan, Delbert Maass, Glenn R. Zweig, Patricia I Eib, Paula Walters, Jessie Phillips, Nathalia Christian, Debbie Pfeifer, Katrina Soto, 
Fredrich Strassburg, Yvonne Werth, Ciji Miller, Wayne Zastrow, Vilas Zastrow, Roger Kopfer, Jack Ewert, Nikki Zindl, Christa Fletcher, 
Tim Zindl, Jeff Benson, Tom Kulke, Teresa Kulke, Mike McDonald, Cary Tietz, Mary Barr, Wally Nass, Diana Lee Flemming, Becky 
Uecker, Kiki Damrow, Pam Bartee, Neal Zastrow, Hollie Kellmon, Debbie Guenther, Richard Niels, Kelly Tietz, Bruce Pfeifer, Jonathon 
Tietz, Quaid Strauss, Bill Tietz, Sue Tietz, Austin Spitzer, Shari Uecker, Nancy Christian, Cinnamon Theder and Keith Berg.  The 
units of blood collected has the potential to save the lives of approximately 156 people! 
 

Thank you to the American Red Cross Blood Staff, Watertown Daily Times, Kwik Trip for the bana-
nas and everyone that donated homemade cookies and/or bars.  Those volunteering to help with this 
blood drive were: Lois Nass, Diane Hicks, Lynne Uttech, Jessie Phillips, Judy Schwefel, Delores Behl-
Strassburg and Jessica Lenz. 
 

Thank you, 

Shari Uecker 

Lebanon Community Red Cross Blood Drive Coordinator 



 

Germanfest ð October 15, 2017 
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