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Rev. David M. Phillips

A few years ago, | was looking at the attendance sheets from one of our worship services during Lent. Va
Schramm had recorded her attendance and had written the date on the top of the page; beside the date she wi
fKeeping a holy Lent. o I was so moved by these wor
bered this truth and took the time to acknowledge it. The season of Lent is, indeed, meant to be a time that we ke
and observe, not just so we will be able to say (brag?) that we did it, but so that we are more purposefully availal
God and to his will.

What do | mean by that? When we think of Lent we think primarily about giving up something (something we
really 1ike, but dondét necessarily need). I f so, w
quired of or recommended to Christians, because Lent is Law, not Grace. | would argue that the exact opposite is t
Lent is a gift to the Church by the Church for the purpose of taking seriously the many calls in the Gospels (and in t
New Testament as a whole) for deny ourselves, take
tor , but as Christians, we are called to do that al |
cially for Christ, for the sake of the Gospel in the midst of a fallen and sinful world?

Lent is given to us to help us slow down (maybe even stop for a while) and look at our lives in the light of tl
Gospel of the incarnate, crucified, risen and ascended Jesus. It may mean asking ourselves some very hard quest
so, it will require our willingness to hear the right and true answers, and not just what we want to hear. The prime
source of light and truth is the Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments. Lent has always been a time of intense rea
of and wrestling with Scripture, always in humility and with an openness to know the will of the Father more clearl
Lent gets us hungry for the redeeming, restoring, sanctifying and transforming work of Christ through the Holy Spir
That is why fasting has always been a central feature of Lent.

Fasting is usually associated with food: we give up eating and drinking for a time determined by each belie
That fasting is not meant to be a diet (something I
bread al one, but on every word that comes from the
temptation [Matthew 4.4; Luke 4.4, in part]). It is not insignificant that Lent begins with the Gospel lesson about th
temptation of Jesus.

Each and every one of us has or takes moments in our lives when we seriously think about and reflect on t
we live: what kind of husband/wife/father/mother/son/daughter/brother/sister we are; what kind of employee/boss/
nei ghbor we are. And the truth is, we al l have ti me
order to beat out someone else; but for the sake of integrity and faithfulness. When we think about the Christian lif
we cannot think of it as a contest either. We are called to faithfulness and obedience. When Jesus give what we |}
of as ANAthe Great Commi ssi ono, he sent out hi stodbaeyl | o
everything that | have command&thitbew 28.120).

As Lent begins (Ash Wednesday is 14 February), we he
services each Wednesil@:30 and 6:0G and the communion servi
each Sunday morning. Keeping a holy Lent does not have to be
and depressing; indeed, it mu <
love, forgiveness, reconciliation, healing, and wholeness in each
in the body of Christ, the Church. As we approach Lent, let us as
to give us a hunger that only Christ can fill in his Word, his Spiri
body and blood; a hunger and thirst for him that we must come to t
that he can Asatisfy us every

el eb1

faitt

Keeping a holy Lent with you,
Pastor Phillips



Wesd Corner

AHaft a of Wikdagndownd2107 was again a highlight for our church. Our Christmas time

activities were special. Our children sang as only children can, bringing a smile to our faces and s
times tears. We were again filled with Christmas joy, as we had large attendance at each of our ser
The Christmas tree and the church were decorated so beautifully. It was with joy to watch the pec
who gave of their time to do the special work of putting up the tree and decorating the church. | coL
see the joy and smiles on their faces as they went about their work. Not because they had to be t
but because they wanted to be there. Also to watch our brothers and sisters in Christ come to wors
to celebrate the birth of our Savior, made everyone feel joy deep inside them.

But time doesndét stand still. 2018 -dnmual meet- e
ing held this past Sunday, we had the Property Committee tell us of the great need there is to impr
our elevator in church. This one is old and is failing on a more regular basis. We have to find a wa
continue to help our people needing assistance get into church so they can continue to worship w
us. The Nominating Committee told us of the difficulty in finding new people willing to accept posi
tions on the committees needing spots to be filled, and some of the stumbling blocks they enco
tered. These are just 2 of the changes that lie ahead of us that will need to be addressed. So w
work to improve on them and will seek wisdom through prayer.

Our number one mission is Lebanon Lutheran School. We have dedicated members of our congre
tion representing the school. Their goal is to continue to offer the high standard of education to ot
young people that they are now receiving, and to keep us ( the congregation ) informed of the activ
taking place as well as the needs of the school. They are to be commended for the job they do.

We also have missions outside of our community that we continue to support, and we have people
place to represent that area as well.

| was so pleased to see the number of people who stayed after the worship service on Sunday to ¢
the semannual meeting. | think that this must have been one of the largest number in recent years.

once again shows the iIinterest and involvemen
nét AHave todo stay, you iWa -

So now to the fAHafta to Wan - end
you fAHaftao do somet hing. Wa nn
there is little that will stop us. So Brothers and Sisters in C

young and ol d, l ets AWannabo I n t

The rewards will be numerous.

Blessings,
Wes

The Country Christian Pagae




[
Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Minuted January 18, 2018

Attendan®astor Phillips, Wes Kehl, Bob Sell, Jessic
Coughlin, Becky Uecker, Del mar Christian, Patricia F
Opening Prayer by Pastor Phillips.

President We Kehl opened the meeting and requested
A Motion was made by Jack Ewert to accept the minute
Pastoré6s Report

Pastor Phillips mentioned that the ELS sAsiewWeéednavs da
Febru@dryalll4d Lenten Wednesday services will be held at
Vi ces. Beglnnltﬁgwﬁusdap sMavchbheslwild]l begin at 8: 30
Confirmation is'fistichdadulsad dfeairt sMaywdé 2 public school S
Treasur er:6BheRelpeocreamber financi al report was presente
vi ewed, tot al income equals $43,375.31. Expenses i
purpose for a difference of $12,343.83.

A Motion to accept the financi al report was made by

LLS/ ECC :Ré@épmper tschool year i s going wel/l. An open ho
The proposed budget for the new sahowadl ymaet iwnd .l b®h
wi || be mini mal

Presi dent 6We sRekpeolrit r emi nded tamenu@od urmmminluadf meree i H'gmio
Church security continues to be discussed. Congrega
ing |l ots, our security is at no cost. Each month a
front doors are not | ocked but monitored by the ushe
ed by Patricia Frank to adjust this practice to | ock
times in case someone needs to enter. Motion passed
The Germanfest committee is working on uwnmerwrPhasneg
project wild.l be to video the activities in the gym.

Wes commented that the | istening | oop has made a pos
about the system and have put it into their churches
The Nominating Committee has sewveral questions for t

Why is a new person elected to a committee expe

Why can't members volunteer to be on a committe

mittee?

Why do members who want to continue to serve on

These items of the Constitution (along with others)
Two requests to serve alcohol in the fellowship hall
1. Connie and Jeff Held requesting fopurfrpdbsearyorm) f
2. Birthday party for Esther Kuehl on April 29 (gymn
A Motion was made by Bob Sell to allow the Held's a
Becky Uecker Moti on passed.
A discussion was held on the fee for a custodian whe
the contract and clarify items. A Motion was made
for the Hel dpuspood ndhemmudnd for the Property Commi
Jack Ewert Moti on passed.

M ﬂMED
*0 6/ 2yoaydzSR 2y (K¢
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Minuteé January 18, 2018 |
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e
Donations In Honor of and In Memory of received thru January 21, 2018

Me mor i al Fund 15

The Foll owing Donati ons 6&Fmép ye@86yao éhramm
Wil mer & Doris Braunschweig

El evator Fund $20 Worship & Music Fund
Joanne Braunschweig Gai | Schroeder Hoff man
The Foll owing Donati onslheer éoild oME maogr yDomfa:it i ons
Larry Kehl Stan Schroeder
El evator Fund $25 El evator Fund $20
Wes & Judy Kehl Del mar Chri stian
Me mori al Fund $20 The Foll owing Donations

Bruce & Debbie PfeifEdreanor Stangler

) . El evator Fund 5F20
The Foll owing Donati ons \ﬂ/irlebéPtMgmlelélgelo :

- Pieper
Lucille Krueger
El evator Fund $45 The Following Donations
Mary Schuett Barb Zi mmer man
Richard & Lynne Utteauht ure Youth Mission Trip
Dave & Bev Stendel

Giving Tree $15
Ward & Karen Genz

Godobs Work/ Debt Fund $
Robert & Trudy Dobbratz
Me mor i al Fund $15
Del mar & Debra Schr amm
The Foll owing Donati ons ¢ of :
Dave Mall ow

El evator Fund $185 A&H
Dol ores Bartee ¥

Pam Bartee
Jack & Kathy Ewert
EI'l ward & Karen Kuebh]|
Tom & Teresa Kul ke [Please note that contributions can take up to 60|days
Mi chael & Jessi ca Lle merebeforethey are listed in the monthly Country
Wally & Lois Nass Christian. Examplelf you made your contribution in
Rick & Pam Riley the month of January, you may not find your contri-
Fred & Delores Str a QUQOB ILljstte in the Country Christian until March (or
April. 1f you have any questions, please feel friee to
Giving Tree $20 contact Jessica in the church office.

Ward & Karen Genz

M.'OA"K SOAY
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lebanon Announcements
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Help Wanted

Lebanon Lutheran Schaghrly Childcare Center has recently had staffing changes. Mrs. Jackie Unke and
Miss Field are no longer with us. LLS is now looking for responsible qualified people to work as a child
care teacher. The person must be comfortable working with kids birth to 8, flexible with hours and willing
to be a team player. Training is provided. If you have any questions or would like to discuss thg positions,
please contact Mrs. Julia Wackt at school, (9208725 the ECC (920) 92040 or llsprinci
paloffice@gmail.com.

The Country Christian Page



mailto:llsprincipaloffice@gmail.com

EeBruary !U!g Ee|e5raflons
Birt Haayo“s

3 Joyce Gutzdorf 10 Dennis Schwenkner 20 Luanna Neitzel
3 Isaac Plasil 12 Judy Schwefel 21 Pamela Pieper

5 Megan Jaeger 13 Lori Schwenkner 21 Tessa Schwager
5 Dominick Perrero 15 Sadie Batterman 22 Chase Vogel

6 Alice Creydt 17 Audrey Braatz 24 Tammy Zastrow
7 Roger Zehms 17 Dorene Grosenick 25 Tim Laehr

8 Diana Lee Fleming 18 Jessie Phillips 26 Daryl Frederick
9 Mabel Pieper 18 Levi Swisher 26 Nicole Stangler
10 David Bernard 19 Ella Peirick 28 Cyndi Grudzinski
10 Connie Held 19 Blake Peplinski

10 Sara 06 Gor man20 Diane Hicks

Anniversaries
24 Tim & Emily Tietz 25 Joe & Kim Krueger

Please contact Jessica in the church office if the above information
/S Incorrect or has been omitted.
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SHARING THE LOVE OF GHRIST THROUGH FOOD
Registration starts 4:00 p.m.
2nd Tuesday of Every Month

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Future Ruby’'s Pantry dates

5:00 pm-6:30pm for the second
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Tuesday of each month for
2nd Tuesday of Every Month, 2018 are as follows:

Location: W4661 County Rd MM

Lebanon, WI 53047 - January 9
Just 7 miles NE of Watertown via February 13
County Road R March 13
On the comer of R and MM April 10
bl v May 8
*Distribution 5:00pm-6:30pm
*$20 cash only donation June 12
July 10
.\;ou recei\;te an abundance = August 14
of grocery items. =
IREE September 1
*Everyone who gets hungry qualifies! October 9

November 13

*Bring your own boxes or laundry Becember A4

baskets to carry food!

*Please note

1"

NOW AVAILABLE! Dates could be subject to
Pre-Registration

www.RubysPantry.org change due to unforeseen events.
' : For any updates, please check:
Click : Preregister A Share y up P

$20 Donation + $1 Processing fee www.rubyspantry.org/
distribution-location/

www.rubyspantry.org/

distribution-location/ lebanon-wi
lebanon-wi
Each month Rubyés Pa#tpr,y noft f-@Gu tstbaat dii Hfaanrdi | i e s
Peterds Lutheran is pleased to partner with
monthly food distribution.

The Country Christian Pag8
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Food Pantry Announcements

Watertown Food Pantry Donations

The Outreach Committee is collecting items for the Watertown Food Pantry. The theme for Febjuary
will be soup. Our food pantry basket is located in the Narthex. Our January collection of beverages
brought in 60 items.

Here are some ideas for February donations:
Canned soup, dry soup mixes, etc.

We thank you so much for your support to the Watertown Food Pantry. [
ing the 2017 calendar year, Immanuel collected 979 items for the Watel
Food Pantry. We are looking forward to see what our generous congre
members will do this year! Thanks again for all of you support and gener:
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NSoarmo Bowl Sunday

The Outreach Committee is asking members of our congregation to bring a can of soup {o churcl
on Super Bowl Sundakebruary 4th.These contributions will be given to the Watertown Food

Pantry. Last year we collected 311 cans of soup. We are looking forward to see what our gener
congregation members will do this year!

Chilitogo will once again be sold in the church basement after worship. This year in addition to
the chili, we have added a Cream of Wild Rice Soup. Both of these soups will sell for $7.00 a qua
and will be sold on a first come first serve basis. The proceeds from the sale will go towayds MOC
and NALC Disaster Relief.

Thank you for your suppoitThe Outreach Committee

I
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m : Watertown Food Pantry
- 204 N. Tenth Street
- Watertown, WI 53094

www.watertownfoodpantry.org
920-261-7226

December 28, 2017 “

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lebanon
N554 Hwy. R
Watertown, WI 53098

Dear Friends:

Thank you. The Watertown Food Pantry is so very appreciative of your gift of food (October - December: 147 items)

All food received helps replenish our shelves so that we have food available to hand out to the many individuals
and families who visit the pantry. Every food donation received finds its way into the hands of a needy family.
No donations received are ever deemed too small.

All monetary donations received are used to operate the pantry. Our biggest expense is purchasing food, which
has increased quite substantially.

We again worked in conjunction with Piggly Wiggly and issued vouchers for fresh meat and fresh
fruits/vegetables to families for the holiday season. This year we mailed vouchers to over 320 Watertown
families. The value of the vouchers issued to each family is based on the number of family members; and were
paid for by Piggly Wiggly and their customers. Without their much-appreciated generosity, we would not have
been able to assist families during the holiday season.

There is a definite need for the Food Pantry in Watertown. There are more people in the Watertown area who
fall below the Federal Poverty Level than anyone realizes: and many don't yet utilize our services. We are
thankful that you thought of us. Our pantry is operated by over 100 dedicated volunteers, which includes
buyers, drivers, stockers, workers, as well as board members: and every one of them is very grateful for your
help. Thank you and God bless!

hcesly; *** They also thanked us for the 133 items that were
coll ected during the December Menods

Dawn Westenberg, Treasurer
Watertown Food Pantry

(Please use this letter for tax purposes. Tax Exempt #ES-33696.)
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Acolyte Schedule & Our New Members

Feb'|Mi kayla Dehnert, Cpasey =G+
Feb '|Maddy Braatz, |saafc PlasiTl
Feb'||Carsten Hurtgen, B '
Feb'|/Autumn Kuehl, Megh

Feb'|/[Connor Lehman, Sam

Please Remember to Arrive 15 Minutes Before Worship!!

If you are unable to make your scheduled service.
YouMUST arrange your substitute aoontactlessica
in the church office of the changes. Thank you.
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December 17, 2017
Please help us welcome our new members:
Roger & Kay Zehms
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I!otes Ol ‘nterest

Here i s an ol die but a goodie from t
Would anyone know the year of this photograph?

While Grandma is Sleeping

Children and grandchildren will always outgrow our laps, but they will never outgrow our hearts.

| have been blessed with six delightful grandchildren, ranging in age from 17 to 28. A couple of years ago |
decided to share my Christian Faith with them in a unique fashion. In the process of taking photographs, |
wrote short inspired messages pertaining to each photo. Then we simply added a little family history and tr
and the boolWhile Grandma is Sleepingas born.

The way | express my faith and my personal feelings in a spiritual manner, which has received some nice re
views.While Grandma Is Sleepirfgrhich is now being published) reaches out to young and old alike. | invite
you to pick up a copy and hope that you enjoy the read. Please share it with those you love and are blesse
have in your life. :

Love and Godods
Patricia Frank

to Lebanon Lutheran School!
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Notes of Interest Continued

Directory Update!

Pictures may have wrapped up in September but the directory was not turned into Lifetouch until November. A |
of work goes into creating a directory and we were also waiting on various pictures before we could turn it in. T
proof showed up at the office during Christmas and | did not have time to look at it on top of all of my other duties
in preparation for the Christmas Seasdmvas able to finally sit down and look at it the first week of January and so
did Sue Rhodes, Patricia Frank and Pasitrere were a lot of unforeseen mistakes that we caught and because of
this | have requested an additional proof of the changlest of the mistakes were located in the back end of the
directory, which is what | feel most people use this booK fer.marked up proof was mailed back to LifeTouch on
January 5th and they received it Janu&nyt&akes about 15 business days to get a proof returned, which is almost a
month. With that being said, we should be getting the corrected proof back the end of the month viafeshail.

that my job is to assure that the directory is as accurate as possible for yourl bedefistand that people are pa-
tiently waiting for their directory and | apologize for the inconvenience. | have created a phone directory that | w
have available shortly for the congregation to tide everyone over until the photo directoryl hamkegou for your
patience and understanding, Jessica Lenz.

A Special Note From the Kamwrath Family 4 .\ |,
During the basketball games played on December 8th, LLS _\

= _
\

collected donations for the Joel Kamwrath family (a frequent| .\ . . . “\%L\__, N G indouss
ref at the LLS basketball games) who suffered a fire in the ‘ “-\‘ ‘
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Chili Luncheon

VOVPVPIVPIVPVPVPVPVPVPVPVPVPYVYY

- St. Peter's
Chili Luncheon

Sponsored By: St.Peter’'s Ladies Aid

Sunday, February 11, 2018
9:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

4€€¢€€¢¢

Menu: Bottomless Bowl of Chili Cost: $7.00 Adult
Choice of Sandwich $3.00 Children 4-10
Homemade Tortes * ¥ @ _ Free 3 & Under
Beverage — &

Located: Corner of HWY R and HWY MM - Lebanon, WI

Carry Outs Available

€€¢€¢¢€¢eeeeceeeceeceeceees

4¢¢€¢€¢¢ececeecee
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1127117 LEBANON LUTHERAN SCHOOL - SCRIP ORDER FORM Questions?  Need Scrip Now?
Call Debbie Bahl st 925-3846 or FAX 925-3799

| TQIels Quantity|  Total$ |
*** GROCERY *** it S i
Pick N Save - Card $25 4% Farm & Fleet (Blain's) $25 5%
Plck N Save - Card $100 4% Farm & Fleet (Blain's) '$100 5%
Piggly Wiggly $25 3% Kohis Dey nt Store $10 5%
Plggly Wiggly $50 3% Kohls Department Store $28| 5%
Plggly Wiggly $100 3% K Department Store $50 5%
Sentry $10 3% Kohls Department Store $100 5%
Glenn's Market $10 5% 'Shopko Gift Card $25 3%
see A IS *e Shopks Gift Card 5100 3%
BP Gas Card $50 1.5% Wal-Mart & 's Club $25| 256%
Cenex 525 3% ‘Wal-Mart & Sam's Club $100 | 25%
Kwik Trip Card $25 4% Ace Hardwars Card $25 4%
Kwik Ca $100 4% K-Mart Debit Card $25 & 350 a%
Shell Gas Card $25 2.5% JC Panney Card $26 & %100 5%
Shell Gas Card $50 2.5% Sears Card $25 & $100 4%
Speedway $25 4% | Target Card $25 & $100 2.5%
o8 bt g *** SPECIALTY STORES "**
Applebees Card $25 8% AMC Theaters $25 8%
Arby's $10 8% Amerncan Eagle Cutfitters $25 10%
Buffalo Wild Wings $25 8% Auto Zone 325 8%
Burger King_card $10 4% Best Buy Card 325 3100 $250 3%
Chili's card | 11% Barnes & Noble/8. Daiton $10 9%
Cousins Sub $10 5% Bath & Body Works Card $10 |  13%
Cracker Barrel $10 9% Bed Bath & Beyend 525 &  $100 %
Culvers card $5 10% Boston Store $26 & $100 8%
Culvers card $10 10% Clairea $10 9%
$10 7% Dick's Sporting Goods 325 8%
310 8% Dress Barn $25 8%
310 10% Dunham's Sports 325 3%
$20 8% Eberts Greenhouse Village $25 5%
$10 8% \Famlly Chnstian Stores $25 9%
$25 9% Family Video 310 12%
$25 8% Lane Bryant $25 %
$10 9% Game Step 325 3%
$10 8% Home Depot Card  $25  $100 3500 4%
Pizza Hut Prepaid Card 510 a% JoAnn Fabrics Gift Card $25 8%
Qdoba 525 7% Marshalls { TJ Masce $25 7%
Red Robin $25 9% Maurices 320 7%
Starbucks Card $10 7% Menards $25| A%
Subway $10 8% Menards $100 4%
Taco Bell $10 5% Office Depot 525 4%
Texas Roadhouse 528 8% Qffice Max $25 5%
sae TRAVEL **» Old Navy/Gap/Banana Rep $25 14%
Best Western $26 & 3100 12% Pier One Imports Card 325 a%
Choice Hotels $50 &  $100 4% Sally Beauty Supply $25 12%
Hyatt Hotels S50 & 3100 9% | Stagles $25 & 100 5%
Marriott Hotels s100 | a% Under Armeur s251  11%
pee s¥e Walgreen's Card ' $25 6%
Amazon com 325 & $100 3% sns Z see
1 Tunes 515 5% Cabela's Card | $25 11%
Overstock.com $28 8% | WilliamsSonoma/PotteryBarn__ $25 & $100 8%
Shutterfly $25 9% Land's End 525 16%
e LR Al
* items highlighted are normally available from Inventory.
Name: Total Dailars Ordered: 3

m
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lebanon

N554 County Road R wS@® 51 GAR ad t KAtALR
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As Goddés family, we are called to witness to our
service, and education, including Lebanon Lutheran School. In this way we proclaim the meaning &f our na

0God | s amdeverjonasesse. 0

Lebanon Lutheran School &
LLSEarly Childhood Center

Lebanon LutheranSchool Lebanon Lutheran Schood IChramst i
Principal Julia Wackt Day school run as a joint mini s
mmanuel Campus mor e information, please conta.
St . Peterb6s Campus
(920) 928525
lebanon.lIsoffice@gmail.com

Al so run as a joint ministry Dbe
Lebanon Lutheran School censed facility for daycare anct
Early Childhood Center at mosphere where children exper
State Licensed Facility actions. For more information,
(920) 928040 (92080925

Directord Open Position




